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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAJ MS: 

Please replace the claims with the claims provided in the listing below 
wherein status, amendments, additions and cancellations arc indicated. 



1. (Withdrawn) A personal authentication apparatus comprising: 

a biometric information input unit configured to input hiometric information 
related to a person; 

an ID code input unit configured to input an ID code related to the person; 

a hiometric information register configured to register the input hiometric 
information; 

an ID code register configured to register the input ID code; 

an indexer configured to provide an index diat relates the registered 
biometric information and ID code to each other and indicates locations where the 
registered biometric information and ID code are stored; 

an index memory configured to store Lhe provided index; 

a retriever configured to retrieve registered biometric information from the 
biometric information register according to an index corresponding to an ID code 
input by a user into the ID code input unit; and 



PAGE 2/11 * RCVD AT 5(2412007 10:04:09 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF4f17* DNIS:2738300 * CSID:516 624 2215 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-12 



May 2$ 07. Ifttep 



HERBERT F RUSCHMANN 



516 024 2215 



p.3 



Docket No. F-7920 Ser. No. 10/636,140 

an authentication unit configured to authenticate die user by comparing die 
retrieved biometric information with biometric information input by the user into 
i:he biomeiric information input unit. 

2. (Currently Amended) A locking apparatus comprising [[;]] i 
a biometric information authentication systemjncjudinfc.;. 

a biometric information input unit configured to input 
biometric information r elated to of a person; 

an ID code input unit configured to input an ID code rel at e d 
assigned to the person; 

a biometric information register configured to r egiste r the 
tfipttt preliminarily storing b iometTic information data at hiometric 
register locations as registered .bio m etric information: 

an ID code register eonfigurvd lu register the input 
preliminarily storing ID [[code]] codes at ID code register locations 
as registered TP codes : 

an indcxer configured to provide an index that relates the 
registered biometric information and the registered ID [[code]] 
codes to each other using indexes that store respective ones of the 
ID codes and respective ones of and indicates the biometric 
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information register locations [[where'H whereat ones of the 
registered biometric information data and ID cx)dc are stored that 
are of a same person as the respective registered TP codes arc 
assigned to : 

an index memory configured to store the provided index ; 

a retriever configured to retrieve one of the r egi s te r ed 
biometric information data from die biometric information register 
according to a biomeiric_ information register location of said 
biometric register locations thai is stored in one of the indexes m 
tnttex corresponding to an ID code input by a user into the ID code 
inpuL unit therebv .indirectly, rdating_the__ID_code inpul with Lhe 
biometric information data : and 

an authentication unit configured to authenticate the user by 
comparing die retrieved biometric information data with biomeirit; 
information input by the user into the biometric information input 
unit; 

a lock driver configured to lock and unlock a door; and 
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a controller configured to make the lock driver unlock the door when the 
authentication unit authenticates the user as a person having registered hiometric 
information data stored in the biometric information register . 

3. (New) The locking apparatus of claim 2 further comprising: 

a host computer interfaced with the biometric information authentication 
system and suning copies of the registered biometric information data, the 
registered ID codes, and the indexes that relate the registered biometric information 
data and the registered ID codes; and 

means for replacing ones of the registered biometric information data in the 
biometric information register using the indexes when the ones of the registered 
biometric information data are corrupted. 

4. (New) The locking apparatus of claim 3 wherein the indcxer serially 
indexes the indexes stored in the index register. 

5. (New) The locking apparatus of claim 2 wherein the indexer serially 
indexes the indexes stored in the index register. 
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